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be ready to take up any quarrel which will help to
decrease European power in Asia."
"How would Indians regard such a claim?" I
asked him, half expecting what the answer would be.
"If Europe doesn't mend her manners," he
replied, "India will not remain passive long, nor
any other eastern country, though, for my part, to
put ourselves under the aegis of Japan would seem
like jumping out of the frying-pan into the fire!"
"Could you tell me," I asked him, returning to
the Abyssinian issue, "whether you have received
any Italian Press propaganda about Abyssinia?"
He laughed. "We all," he said, "receive horrible
photographs and also Mussolini's speeches."
"What effect do they have?"
"Very little," he replied. "We've had enough of
this lying propaganda before, and those who work
for Italy don't understand us enough even to tickle
our vanity. The pamphlets point out that Mussolini
distinguishes between the cultured, fair-skinned
Indians and the barbarous, black-skinned Abys-
sinians. That kind of sentiment only annoys us. We
stand side by side with the Abyssmians as an
oppressed people. That's where the great division
lies."
What this thoughtful Indian friend told me has
been corroborated by all that I have found out from
other conversations. There are no two opinions on
this subject, because it cuts across all the differences
of religions and castes, and binds Indians in a
common reaction against oppression. Furthermore,